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I oppose the Bill for several reasons: 
 
First, it is undemocratic. A 2017 ComRes poll said that 74% of Scots did not think 
parental smacking should be criminalised. Why does the government oppose the 
people it is called to represent? 

 
Second, smacking is not harmful. Look at our parents and grandparents. One pastor 
pointed out to me that the kind of discipline that is replacing smacking today – 
browbeating, grounding, sending children to their room for hours, endless (empty) 
threatening and guilt tripping into compliance - is more painful and abusive than 
smacking. A smack is objective and quickly over and done with. Emotional 
manipulation never ends, doesn’t work, and causes lasting relational breakdown, and 
the child leaves home with no confidence. 

 
Third, consider Sweden, the first country to introduce anti-smacking legislation where 
it has been observed that an increase in child-on-child violence has resulted. 

 

Fourth, everyone understands the difference between assault and smacking. The 
government insults its citizens by speaking in a way that implies there is no difference. 

 
Fifth, this law will result in children being ripped away from parents who smack their 
children (as has already happened in Norway). Speaking as a father, this would break 
my daughter’s heart (and ours). It is inconceivable to me why a government would 
seek to do this to a happy child and her parents. 

 

Sixth, and most importantly, it oppresses a group whom the government labels with 
so-called ‘protected characteristics’ – many religious believers. This includes 
Christians who have the following commands from God written in their Bibles: 

 
Proverbs 22:15: 
Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child; The rod of discipline will remove 
it far from him. 

 
Proverbs 19:18: 
Discipline your son while there is hope, and do not desire his death. 

 
Proverbs 13:24: 
He who withholds his rod hates his son, but he who loves him disciplines him 
diligently. 

 
Regardless of whether or not these verses protect the use of implements, they at least 
protect a parent’s right to use some form of corporal discipline, certainly smacking with 
a hand. Does the Scottish government wish to outlaw religious freedom? 

https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/f526/96a9b65d8a778a85706b0009b035939b91b0.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-36026458
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